
In more than four decades of practice, Dr. Rodney Andrew 

has made a substantial contribution to family medicine at the 

practice, hospital, university and provincial level. 

Recognizing this contribution, 

the CFPC awarded Dr. Andrew 

the 2016 Reg. L. Perkin BC Family 

Physician of the Year Award. As 

one of his leadership roles, he 

served as the site director for St. 

Paul’s Hospital’s Family Practice 

Residency Program from 1993 to 

2003, developing an innovative 

horizontal curriculum before competency training was common. 

 

However, Dr. Andrew is best known for his commitment to 

the education of International Medical Graduates (IMGs) and 

spearheading the IMG residency training program at St. Paul’s.  

From the early 1990s, he was a champion for IMG training, 

lobbying for increased training positions and funding. He served 

as director of BC’s IMG program from 1997 to his retirement 

in 2013. In 2006, St. Paul’s became the site for a separate 

IMG residency program running alongside the family practice 

residency program, now a model for IMG training across 

Canada. 

Most recently, he was involved in the Clinical Assessment 

Program for IMGs, which was designed to remove barriers 

to practice by providing IMGs with evaluation in a clinical 

environment with a licensed physician. The BCCFP is proud to 

recognize Dr. Andrew for his outstanding contribution to family 

medicine.

CFPC BC FAMILY PHYSICIAN OF  
THE YEAR: DR. RODNEY ANDREW

MY FAMILY DOCTOR AWARD:
DR. DAVID ATTWELL

Patient Ms. Louise Schmidt describes Victoria family physician 

Dr. David Attwell as the “the kind of doctor one wishes could be 

cloned.”  

 

In nominating Dr. Attwell for the My Family Doctor award, she 

recalled the respect that he had shown for her elderly mother, his 

caring attitude and his way of taking the time to listen and answer 

questions.  

 

“It is not just what Dr. Attwell does for his patients and how it 

makes them feel that is worthy of mention. It is also what having 

a doctor like Dr. Attwell means for my future... with Dr. Attwell 

as my doctor, I already know, from our 20 plus years together 

and the way he looked after my mother, that my concerns 

will be addressed, my stress will be lessened because I will 

have a competent medical ally that I trust, and the care will be 

outstanding.”

Dr. David Attwell receives his award from Dr. Marjorie Docherty, 
while nominator, Ms. Louise Schmidt, looks on. 

BCCFP Award of Exceptional Contribution  
in Family Medicine: Dr. Ted Rosenberg

Dr. Ted Rosenberg inspires Victoria’s family medicine residents 

by his excellence in teaching, especially in geriatric care. His 

career accomplishments also include developing and evaluating 

the Home Team Medical model of care focusing on primary 

care for frail elderly people living in the community. As well 

as his commitment to clinical work and medical education, 

Dr. Rosenberg has an interest in evidence-based care, health 

planning and research. 

BCCFP Award of Exceptional Contribution  
in Family Medicine: Dr. Angela Lee

Leading a team of 22 family physicians at a multi-disciplinary 

clinic, Dr. Angela Lee provides a full-service clinical practice for 

her patients, as well as developing new solutions to address 

health care needs in the community and providing both 

mentorship and support for her team. Dr. Lee makes it a priority 

to support the education of the next generation of physicians 

and health care professionals. She is also very involved with the 

Vancouver Division of Family Practice. 
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BCCFP Community Family Physician:  
Dr. Leo Wong

Dr. Leo Wong and his wife Flora provide a full-service family 

practice clinic in Langley. The scope of his work includes caring 

for patients at the hospital, a nearby care facility, the local 

hospice and a psychiatric community tertiary rehabilitation 

facility. In addition, he is a keen community volunteer. The 

nomination notes: “Leo provides excellent care to his patients, 

supports his fellow physicians through decisive leadership  

and mentoring, and is an active volunteer in the  

Langley community.”

BCCFP Rural Family Physician:  
Dr. Charles Helm

Practising in the remote community of Tumbler Ridge since 

1992, Dr. Charles Helm is frequently on call for any emergency, 

as well as caring for his family practice patients. He also 

teaches residents and medical students and advocates for 

maintaining standards for rural medical practice. Outside 

of medicine, Dr. Helm is a natural history aficionado and a 

published author. He also promotes physical fitness and a 

healthy outdoor lifestyle by example and through his  

volunteer work. 

BCCFP Teacher: Dr. Ashnoor Nagji

Dr. Ashnoor Nagji has a special interest in women's health 

and the health of marginalized populations, both locally 

and globally. This is reflected in her teaching experience. 

Internationally, she has worked and volunteered her time 

to teach advanced obstetrical skills. Locally, she supervises 

medical students, residents and nurse practitioners as part of 

her role as a primary care physician for special populations. As 

a teacher, she is “equally comfortable as a lecturer, seminar 

leader or hands-on instructor.”

 

BCCFP Researcher: Dr. Keith Ahamad

Dr. Keith Ahamad's focus is on primary care and addiction 

medicine, and his research has had a substantial impact 

locally, provincially, nationally and internationally. Dr. Ahamad 

“embodies the characteristics that are essential for success as 

a family practice clinician researcher.” These include: research 

excellence; mentorship and teaching; teamwork; knowledge 

translation and dissemination; clinical excellence; collaboration; 

commitment to the community; and the ability to build 

relationships. 

FAMILY PHYSICIANS OF THE FUTURE

Our 2016 awards program recognized four residents in the UBC 

Family Practice Program and two newly qualified physicians 

entering their first year of residency. 

Our congratulations go out to Resident Leadership Award 

recipients Dr. Jeanette Evans and Dr. Adam Pankalla. This year’s 

Dr. Manoo and Jean Gurjar Resident Scholarship Awards went 

to Dr. Diana Austin and Dr. Kurt Deschner.

The recipients of the 2016 BCCFP Medical Student Scholarships 

were recent graduates Dr. Marley Greiner and Dr. Yvonne Sin, 

who recently began their post-graduate training. 
Resident award winners (from left) are Drs. Kurt Deschner, 
Diana Austin, Jeanette Evans and Adam Pankalla. 
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